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TIHESS LICY U TCIy PRIVIIE AlICTILION,. AT L IS LI VO are
playing with both expectation and attention in your work?

Fred Tomaselli: Absolutely, and I think that was a big part of my
sensibility long betore L found my voice as an artist. Let me tell
you a story. Back when I was a high school philistine, skate
boarding around California’s Venice Beach, some friends and |
happened to go into a gallery that was showing the work of James
Turrell. The entire exhibition appeared to consist of a single, large
black rectangle painted on the wall of the dimly-lit space.

We all thought it was the stupidest thing we'd ever seen and
began laughing at it. I reached out to touch it, and to my surprise,
my hand passed through the wall and into a limitless void.
Solidity literally vanished into thi

air. My laughter disappeared
into awestruck silence. Turrell taught me to pay attention. He
taught me that what you see isn't always what you get,

I think great art involves a little magic on the road to altering
perception. | personally like to create a fictive premise for the
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becomes the reliquary for secret performances that are alluded to
by the titles. One such work, which I made ten years ago, is
entitled Dermal Deliverv or How I Quit Smoking. Ata glance, it
looks like alarge, pinkish, abstract grid, but if you look, its base
ingredients are the nicotine patches that [was tearing off my
body daily while trying to quit smoking. I was thinking about the
old notion of paint as skin, and I started combining little
photographic squares of epidermis with band-aids and skin-
toned pigment until the object accumulated into the finished
picture. Incidentally, [ was going crazy from nicotine withdrawal
at the time, so maybe the work is also a reliquary for my
imbalanced mental state at that time.

Each week, I teach a writing class to psychiatric in-patients at
New York Hospital, which has been a very interesting
experience for me. I've discovered a couple of things. Firstly,
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century 1s detined by madmen — trom Hitler to Pol Pot to our
current situation. I'm intrigued by how easy it is to manipulate
individuals so they lose themselves to a mob or a mass
movement. We humans think we know who we are, yet our
psyches end up being such porous, leaky things.

Wherever there are charismatic, deluded leaders, you also
have the struggle of utopian ideologies. The utopian struggle was

the border between rantasy and reality, nature and artifice?

I guess it comes from growing up close to Disneyland. I've often
told the story of how, after hiking miles into the wilderness and
discovering my first real waterfall, l immediately began looking
for the pumps and conduit that made it work. My assumption
growing up was that everything was a construct. As I've become
older, technology keeps adding to the menu of artificial realities.

Another Magazine 417

James

533 West 26 St New York NY 10001 291 Grand St New York NY 10002 2127149500  jamescohan.com COhan



ANOTHER MAGAZINE

James

533 West 26 St New York NY 10001 291 Grand St New York NY 10002 2127149500  jamescohan.com COhan



ANOTHER MAGAZINE

James

533 West 26 St New York NY 10001 291 Grand St New York NY 10002 2127149500  jamescohan.com COhan



ANOTHER MAGAZINE

James

533 West 26 St New York NY 10001 291 Grand St New York NY 10002 2127149500  jamescohan.com COhan



ANOTHER MAGAZINE

James

533 West 26 St New York NY 10001 291 Grand St New York NY 10002 2127149500  jamescohan.com COhan



ANOTHER MAGAZINE

James

533 West 26 St New York NY 10001 291 Grand St New York NY 10002 2127149500  jamescohan.com COhan



ANOTHER MAGAZINE

James

533 West 26 St New York NY 10001 291 Grand St New York NY 10002 2127149500  jamescohan.com COhan



ANOTHER MAGAZINE

James

533 West 26 St New York NY 10001 291 Grand St New York NY 10002 2127149500  jamescohan.com COhan



ANOTHER MAGAZINE

James

533 West 26 St New York NY 10001 291 Grand St New York NY 10002 2127149500  jamescohan.com COhan



	__TOMASELLI Press Pack 151201

